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	Intent
	The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back and forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language –rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in arrange of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversations, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

	Key Vocabulary
	Communication, language, talking, gesture, Makaton, sign of the week, use your words, use your signs, show me, practice, listen, instruction, songs, rhymes, words, story, play, take turns, share 
(Please also see our language rich Whitecross words.)

	
Implementation

Communication and language is developed throughout the year through:-
· High quality interaction’s 
· Quality Text both fiction and non-fiction 
· Group discussions 
· Sharing circles 
· PSED times 
· Stories
· Singing 
· Speech and language interventions 
· Makaton sign of the week
· Nursery rhyme of the week
· Squiggle 
· Curiosity cube
· Deconstructed role play
· Snack time 
· Dinner time 

Daily story times using high quality texts
	Welcome to Nursery 
Settling in activities 
Explore all areas of nursery using rich language to model expectations 
Children talking about familiar experiences 
Follow simple instructions, for example ‘hang your coat up’
Develop relationships with both adults and children
Introduce new vocabulary each week 
Model talk routines throughout the day. For example, Good Morning, Good afternoon 
Learn songs, rhymes and poems 
Enjoy listening to stories 
Introduce new vocabulary each week
Children talk about special occasions and family routines
Enjoy listening to longer stories and begins to remember much of what happens
Children| begin to able to talk about familiar books 
Learn songs, rhymes and poems
Puppets and suitable resources for children to make up stories
Learn Christmas songs for Christmas concert
Follow simple instructions 
Develop skills on how to listen carefully and know why listening is important
Begin to start a conversation with an adult or a friend
Children start to use talk to organise themselves and their play
	Introduce new vocabulary each week
Children to talk about familiar experiences 
Enjoy listening to longer stories, remembering much of what happens 
Children begin to make simple predictions of what might happen next in a story
Continue to develop a repertoire of songs and rhymes 
Children to build on their skills on using talk to organise themselves and  their play
Follow instructions and begin to understand a question or instruction has two parts: ‘Get your coat and wait at the door’
Encourage children to ask questions to find out more 
Begin to describe events using simple language like Lunar New year, pancake day
Puppets and suitable resources for children to make up stories

Children to begin to recall with confidence stories they have listened to
Children make simple predictions of what might happen next in a story
Using props, puppets etc. children make up stories 
Children happily retell familiar stories 
Begin to express their thoughts and feelings with rich vocabulary
 Ask why and how questions to develop knowledge and understanding 
Have conversations with adults and children 
Continue to develop a repertoire of songs and rhymes




	Introduce new vocabulary each week
I can talk confidently about familiar events and things I have learnt about
Children to begin to recall with confidence stories they have listened to
Children make simple predictions of what might happen next in a story and simply explain thoughts to why
I can listen carefully and follow 2 part instructions with confidence
 I confidently ask questions to develop knowledge and understanding 
Begin to make up their own stories 


I can listen to longer stories and describe what happens
I can make predictions of what might happen next in a story and simply explain my thoughts to why
I can use a wider vocabulary
I understand ‘why’ questions, like: ‘why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?’
I can sing a large repertoire of songs 
I know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books and be able to tell a long story
I can use longer sentences of four and six words
I can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns 
I can use talk to organise themselves and their play
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